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 Ashley Urra is a student in the Medical Laboratory Science (MLS) program at 

Allen College. She is 27 years old and previously obtained a Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Biology from St. Ambrose University in 2012. Ashley loves to travel and has 

been fortunate enough to study abroad multiple times. She hopes to continue exploring 

as many countries as possible. Currently, she works as a Lab Tech II in the Core Lab at 

University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics (UIHC). 

 Ashley is originally from Chicago, IL, but currently lives in Coralville, IA. Ashley’s 

mother is from Puerto Rico and moved to Chicago as a child with her mother and 

brother. In addition, Ashley’s father is from Cuba and came to the United States in 1980 

as a Mariel boatlift refugee. 

 She always knew she wanted to work in the medical field, but was not quite sure 

where. When she began working at UIHC, Ashley realized for the first time, Medical Lab 

Science was a potential career path for her. After speaking with other MLS’s and 

Medical Lab Technicians (MLT) in the lab, she realized this was the perfect way to 

blend her interest in both lab work and patient care. She is happy she will get to do both 

even though the patient care part is “behind the scenes.” 

 Ashley heard about the Medical Laboratory Science Program at Allen College 

from Supervisors at UIHC. She chose to attend Allen College because it is an excellent 



fit for the career path she wanted to take. Ashley states the fact that the program is only 

one year long and mostly online was also very attractive to her. This allows her to 

continue working at UIHC as well as to graduate by spring 2018. 

 Allen College has been a positive decision for Ashley because she will obtain the 

MLS degree that will allow her to further her professional career. Ashley is proud of her 

impending graduation as well as the opportunity to network with other Medical Lab 

Scientists in the field during her clinical experiences.  

 Upon graduation, Ashley hopes to continue working at UIHC as an MLS in the 

Core Lab. She potentially plans to obtain graduate degree in both a Master’s and a PhD 

Program at some point in the future. We salute Ashley Urra as our Student of the 

Month! 

 


